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Report ranks College No. 4 in ‘ctvic literacy’

GROVE CITY, Pa. — Grove City College is ranked fourth in the nation for increasing students’ knowledge of American
history and institutions, according to a recent Intercollegiate Studies Institute study.

Commissioned by the ISI, the study is the culmination of research administered by the University of Connecticut’s
Department of Public Policy. It is the first and largest study of its kind, according to ISI. The study identifies the lack of
knowledge most college students have about American history, government and politics and ranks colleges and universities
according to strength of coursework, learning and civic involvement.

The researchers asked more than 14,000 randomly selected college freshmen and seniors at 50 colleges and universities across
the country 60 multiple-choice questions aimed at measuring their knowledge in four subject areas: American history,
government, America and the wotld, and the market economy.

Rhodes College in Memphis, Tenn., topped the list with an 11.6 percent increase in students’ knowledge, with Colorado State
University and Calvin College following. Grove City scored a 9.4 percent increase in students’ knowledge, significantly
outranking elite schools such as Georgetown University, Yale University and Johns Hopkins University.

“America’s most prestigious schools, including Yale, Georgetown and Brown, improved their students’ civic knowledge far
less than schools such as Rhodes, Calvin and Grove City,” the study reports. “... Seniors at the top-ranked colleges in our
study, such as Rhodes, Calvin and Grove City, graduate knowing nearly as much or more than seniors at Brown, Georgetown
and Yale, who entered college as more knowledgeable freshmen.”

IST reported that the top-ranked schools’ strengths appear to lie in the amount of civic courses taken, involvement in civic
activities and time spent learning. According to the study, on average, Grove City’s students take one of the highest amounts
of political science, history and economy courses and seniors report a higher number of hours per week doing homework than
elite schools like University of California at Berkeley and Georgetown. A large number of students also reported having voted
at least once.

For more information on the ISI study, go to www.americancivicliteracy.org to view the online version of the results.

This release is available for download at www.gcc.edu/News, where subscribers can also sign up for RSS feeds. Media may
contact Clingensmith for further details.

Grove City College is listed as one of the Most Competitive colleges in the nation by Barron’s. In its category, Grove City College is also ranked by
U.S. News & World Report as the No. 1 Best Valne and remains in the top ten overall for best colleges in the region in the 2007 guide to
America’s Best Colleges. Kaplan has also called Grove City College a “best value” and a “hidden treasure” and Grove City College is a Princeton
Review Best Bargain school. Founded in 1876, it is located 60 miles north of Pittsburgh, Pa. With an enrollment of 2,450 students, it is a private
Christian college teaching the liberal arts, sciences and engineering. 1t is an adpocate of the free market economic system and accepts no federal funding.
Tuition is about half of the national average for private colleges.
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