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Wolverines crowned 
conference champions

Men�s track and field wins fourth straight PAC title
By Margaret Robbins
Collegian Sports Editor

The Grove City College men�s track
and field team captured its fourth
straight Presidents� Athletic Conference
title last Saturday at the PAC
Championships, hosted by Washington
& Jefferson College. The Wolverines
accumulated a grand total of 212.5 team
points throughout the meet, narrowly
beating out Thiel College by seven
points. 

Five Grove City athletes earned first
place victories for the Wolverines. In
the field, senior pole vaulter Matt
Kulinksi set a new Grove City record of
15 feet, one-quarter inch, and claimed
his second straight conference title. 

Also in the field, senior Bob Perri
won the shot put with a mark of 52-1
feet, and sophomore Sean Domer
claimed first place in the javelin with a
throw of 188-5 feet. 

On the track, senior Chris Andrew
won the 3,000-meter steeplechase in a
stellar time of 10 minutes, 3.65 seconds. 
Fellow senior Greg Kroleski also won
the 5000 with a time of 16:23.24. 

Three other Grove City athletes were
crowned PAC champions based upon
their finish. 

Due to Geneva and Saint Vincent both
having provisional status in NCAA
Division III, athletes from those two
schools cannot score points or earn All-
PAC honors at the PAC Championships.
Therefore, junior Tim Su was crowned

PAC champion in the 10,000 meter after
placing second overall in a time of
34:05.22

Sophomore Derek Kruse earned the
PAC title in the 1500 with a time of
4:04.13. Kruse took second overall in
the race. Meanwhile, junior Darin Miller
finished behind a pair of Saint Vincent
runners in the 800 and therefore earned
First Team All-PAC with a time of
1:57.44. 

Kruse also cleared 6-2 3/4 feet to take
second in the high jump while senior
Justin Fowler threw the discus 142-10
meters to earn second place. Junior
Chris Huber marked at 47-3/4 in the
shot put, good for second place.
Sophomore Frankie Hourigan finished
second in the steeplechase with a time
of 10:04.68.

Perri also placed third in the discus
with a toss of 142-1 feet. Junior Dan
Spaulding recorded a pair of third-place
finishes, finishing third in the 10,000-
meter run in a time of 34:18.66,  then
finishing third in the 5,000-meter run in
16:39.79.

Su also took fourth in the 5,000 in
16:40.89 while junior Jon Coopersmith
took fourth in the 800 with a time of
1:57.81. Sophomore Royce Hyland
placed fourth in the 1,500 in 4:09.37,
while freshman John Fite grabbed fourth
in the 400 with a time of 51.57. 

Senior Dave Hodge placed fourth in
the triple jump with a mark of 42-9 3/4
feet while sophomore Tony Clark threw
the discus 141 feet to place fourth.

Senior Bob Rummel recorded three
fifth-place finishes for the Wolverines.
He marked at 21-9 feet in the long jump
and also posted a best leap of 42-3 1/2
meters in the triple jump. Rummel also
finished fifth in the 110 hurdles in a
time of 15.70 seconds.

Other top place finishers for Grove
City included senior Nate Wool, who
claimed fifth place in the steeplechase
in a time of 10:56.72 minutes, freshman
Cordell Oberholtzer, who finished fifth
in the 5,000-meter run in a time of
16:46.09 minutes, and junior Chris
Allebach, who placed fifth overall in the
400 hurdles with a time of 57.38 sec-
onds. 

Allebach, Miller, Coopersmith, and
sophomore Tim Palma ended the meet
by claiming third place in the 1,600-
meter relay in a time of 3:25.74 min-
utes. 

The meet marked Grove City�s ninth
PAC title in the last 10 years. It was a
solid ending to an outstanding season,
culminating in eight individual PAC
titles for the Wolverines. 

The Grove City women�s track and
field team earned fourth place at the
PAC championships Saturday as well.
The Wolverines accumulated a total of
90 team points, falling to Westminster,
Washington & Jefferson and Thiel. 

Three individual athletes took first
place finishes at Saturday�s meet. Junior
Kristen Carter claimed a pair of victo-
ries and also broke two conference
records in the 1,500 and 5000. Carter

won the 1,500 in a Grove City-record
time of 4:47.75 and then won the 5,000
in a record time of 17:59.49. 

Also coming in first place for the
womens� team was junior Julia Seward,
who opened the meet by winning the
10,000 meter in a time of 43:01.20.
Junior Megan Fellows led Grove City in
the field by winning the javelin with a
toss of 118-4 feet.

Seward also added a runner-up finish
in the 5,000 with a time of 17:59.71,
while freshman Emily Pierce earned
runner-up in the 1,500 with a time of
4:48.63. Like Carter, Pierce broke the
previous PAC record of 4:51.00.
Freshman Kate Balmer took third in the
100 dash with a Grove City-record time
of 12.51 seconds. 

Other top finishes for the Wolverines
came from senior Mary Majchrowicz,
who scored points in both the 400 and
200. She posted a third-place time of
59.00 seconds in the 400, and then took
sixth in the 200 with a time of 26.46
seconds. 

Junior Anna Butler placed fifth in the
10,000 with a time of 47:38.79 while
freshman Brigitte Fryan took sixth in
the 1,500 in 5:06.04. Sophomore Sara
Wagoner finished sixth in the 100 meter
high hurdles in 16.92 seconds while
senior Brittany Anderson took sixth in
the javelin with a throw of 104-3 feet. 

The Wolverines celebrated a success-
ful end to their season, and are opti-
mistic about the future of the Grove
City College track and field program. 

By James Jennings
Contributing Writer

The Grove City College rugby team
looks to bounce back after suffering sever-
al defeats at this weekend�s Ohio Rugby
Classic in Columbus. 

More than 40 teams competed in this
weekend�s tournament. The teams ranged
from high school boys and girls to colle-
giate level men�s and women�s teams.
Grove City College has competed in this
tournament for several years, and it is a
tradition for the team to compete in it
despite the tough competition. Although
the weekend did not fare well for Grove
City, they were among one of the smallest
schools in the tournament.

According to men�s rugby member soph-
omore Nick Rendall, Grove City was
severely out matched as they faced much
larger schools. The Wolverines have also
struggled with several injuries throughout
the season, as three of the team�s four
starters in their back line were out this
weekend. This hurt the Wolverines as
many younger players had to step up and
play a considerable amount of time. 

The first match of the weekend was

against Wright State, which ended in a 40-
7 defeat. The Wolverines played well in
the first half, but Wright State ran away
with the game in the second half. Rendall

scored five points off an eight man pick on
the team�s only try. Junior Andrew
Brinkerhoff kicked for the conversion,
scoring two more points for the

Wolverines. 
The second match was a win for Grove

City, as Cleveland State forfeited the
match.

The third match was a dog fight for the
Wolverines as they faced the Ohio State
University Buckeyes. Although the
Wolverines came very close to scoring
several times, they could not convert any
trys. The Wolverines fell to the Buckeyes
26-0. The Buckeyes went on to win the
tournament in the men�s collegiate divi-
sion.      

The experience that the younger players
gained was helpful to the team and will
certainly carry into Grove City�s official
season next fall. The rugby team is pre-
dicting that their team next fall will be one
of the strongest they have had in years.

�We played hard in all of our games
and a lot of newer players got some much
needed experience,� Rendall said. �This
weekend got us fired up though and we�ll
be practicing hard to beat Geneva next
weekend.�

Despite the difficult weekend, the rugby
team looks to bounce back as they face
Geneva today at 1 p.m. at the Grove City
College Intramural Fields.

Men�s rugby team keeps up the fight
Grove City looks to recover after a tough weekend

Anna Lind
Sophomore Matt Bauman runs in for the tackle at Saturday�s rugby tournament.
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By Jon Coyne
Contributing Writer

While revenge is sweet, a
heartbreaking loss left the
Wolverines bitter on Saturday.
After coming off of a sweep at
Washington & Jefferson last
weekend and winning nine of the
past 11 games, the Grove City
baseball team was on a hot streak
and it couldn�t have come at a
better time. 

With second seeded
Westminster on the horizon, there
couldn�t have been a better time
to be on a roll. With five wins
and five losses in conference
play, they needed just one win
against Westminster to clinch a
playoff appearance as one win
would put W&J too far out of the
race.        

Game one was a bust.
Westminster, Grove City, Thomas
More and Thiel are all ranked
nationally for their batting aver-
age. 

In that first game, the
Westminster line-up was just
unstoppable as they scored in
every inning but the first and the
seventh, totalling 13 runs. The
Grove City line-up is an eighth
and ninth inning wonder, but
seven runs were just too many to

overcome.  
Game two, on the other hand,

was a lot of fun to watch from
outside the dugout, but from the
inside it was brutal. Freshman
starting pitcher Cory Metcalf wit-
nessed first-hand how the game
of baseball can turn its back
against you. Every pitcher has
had his moment when no matter
what you do or what pitch you
throw, they hit it. Westminster
scored nine runs in the first
inning off of two hard hit balls
and a plethora of dink shots. 

Seeing-eye-ground-balls and
bloop-singles plagued the
Wolverines in the first inning.
Nine runs later it seemed the end
was imminent. But as the Grove
City line-up has been averaging
over ten runs per game, it wasn�t
time to hang up the cleats yet.
With four runs in the second
inning and a three-run bomb off
the bat of freshman Marcus
Magister in the third inning, a 9-7
game by the end of the third was
winnable.  

Westminster did not let a nine
run lead go unchallenged though.
Answering back with four more
in the fourth and one in the sixth,
the Wolverines were back down,
trailing by seven. But scratching
and clawing in the last third of

the game is what the Wolverines
do best. Senior captain Ray
Mertz led the charge with a two-
run double in the seventh and
then another two-run single in the
ninth which left Grove City down
13-14 with the tying run on third
and the winning run on first with
only one out in the bottom of the
ninth.  

With junior Brian Moran, the
league leader in stolen bases (25)
on third, a lazy fly ball would
score him and tie the game. After
scoring three runs without allow-
ing an out, the comeback was in
sight, but junior Ben Wilson�s fly
ball to right-field just wasn�t deep
enough when a perfect throw by
the Titan right-fielder gunned
Moran out by two steps at home
plate. The Wolverine momentum
went from a steaming locomotive
to a halting stop and the game
was over with not a win to
record.  

While a win would have
secured a spot in the PAC tourna-
ment, Grove City will have to
win one from Thomas More this
weekend or W&J will have to
lose just one game of their dou-
bleheader against Westminster in
order for the Wolverines to travel
again to Thomas More for the
PAC championship.

A perfect throw robs the Wolverines

Andy Drabic
Senior Chris Bowser winds up to throw the ball at last week�s
game.

By Elle Speicher 
Contributing Writer

�At the end of the day, when
I�m tired from the scrum, when
my head pounds, my muscles
are tight, my knees bleed and
my bones ache... I ask myself,
�Is this really worth it?�... and
surprisingly enough, I always
come up with, �Yes.
Undoubtedly.��

This anonymous quote sum-
marizes the attitude of the
Grove City College Women�s
Rugby Club. The team defeated
the tough Clarion University
team with an ending score of
27-5. Following a difficult
defeat to Clarion the previous
week, the women�s rugby team
devoted the week in between to
improving their skills and mas-
tering their weaknesses. 

Rugby is not a sport of deli-
cate foot-work or mid-play
smiles, but an extremely physi-
cal sport that requires 80 min-
utes of fearless intensity, stable
hands and feet, and team cohe-
sion on the field.  Those who
played the entirety of the game
on Saturday would strongly
agree with the aforementioned
quote. 

Grove City faced off against
Clarion at 11 a.m. on Saturday

morning. There was a quiet
intensity on the field. Clarion,
who had defeated Grove City
the previous weekend 25-0, had
expected to dominate once
again on Grove City turf. The
women of Grove Rugby, how-
ever, had different plans for the
morning scrum down. The game
was hard fought from the begin-
ning. 

Grove City held Clarion out
of their try-zone for an entire
25 minutes before allowing
Clarion to score. Immediately
following the kick-off, Grove
City returned to Clarion territo-
ry with a break away by senior
Rachel Wagner to score. 

With the game tied, senior
Katy Norris ran hard for anoth-
er try, brining the score to 10-5.
Not satisfied with a tie at half
time, senior Elle Speicher ran
the ball for another try for a
score of 15-5. A good kick by
sophomore Brittany Craul
brought the score to 17-5 at the
half. 

With Grove City dominating
Clarion in scrums as well as
line-outs, the second half
brought in a few replacements
on both sides and a wavering
confidence on the part of
Clarion. Grove City received
the ball at the start of the sec-

ond half and with the use of
bowling, senior Elle Molinari
was able to drive the ball once
again into the try-zone bringing
the score to 22-5. As Clarion�s
morale weakened, Grove City
effectively used a forward/back
support drive that allowed sen-
ior Katy Norris to once again
score for the win of 27-5. 

Limping off of the field,
Grove City held their heads
proud, thankful for their hard
work paying off. Women�s
rugby practices intensely three
days per week and plays a game
or tournament most Saturdays.
It is a sport of pain, intensity,
sweat and fun. It is a game that
requires dedication and willing-
ness to play hard. 

The Rugby team has a great
fall 2008 season to look for-
ward to with almost all return-
ing players. The ladies of Grove
rugby played hard this season
and finished strong. It was a
memorable final game for sen-
iors Molinari, Klipp, Norris,
Wagner, and Elle Speicher with
four of the seniors scoring in
the game. At the end of the day,
with aching backs, sore arms,
and bruises abounding, the
strong women of Grove City
rugby were able to say, �Yeah,
it was worth it.�

�It was worth it�
Women�s rugby defeats Clarion in hard fought battle

Elle Speicher
Senior forward Rachel Wagner clutches the ball as she goes down
in a vicious tackle. 

Men�s baseball team loses to Westminster




